120	MEMOIRS  OF BACHEL.
increased vehemence and with an expression of the most poign-
ant grief. Even Mademoiselle Rachel, who that evening
played her best character, one with which she was most famil-
iar, actually lost her memory twice during the performance.
When Monrose entered, a thunder of applause welcomed
him, and it would have been renewed much oftener had not
the fear of exciting him too much counseled calmer tones of
approbation. He surpassed his former self. It seemed im-
possible that the fine intellect, so quick at comprehending all
the wit of the author, so readily interpreting it, should be
doomed to utter darkness again; and, most terrible of all, that
gay, laughing, charming spirit, knew his doom. The general
impression, notwithstanding the wit and hum or. of the play,
could not but be sad; the more gay and merry seemed the
actor, the greater was the regret at losing him again. The
farewell of the public produced a sum of 18,000 francs. The
intelligent physician of the asylum, Doctor Blanche, remained
behind the scenes, comforting and encouraging him between
the acts, but himself paler and far more anxious than the
brilliant Figaro.
Another sad instance of the faculty of assimilation, carried
so far that the unfortunate mimic has lost his Own being, and
adopted that of his model, occurred some years previous to
the <jase of Monrose. Insanity was the stage theme then in
vogue, asiblindness has been the recent one. Humanity, not
content with the painful realities that afflict it, takes a strange
delight in reproducing their semblance.
The actress who was to play the part of the stricken hero-
ine on the boards of one of. the second class theatres of the
Boulevards was a young, delicatBj and pretty girl, gifted with
an organization far too sensitive and nervous to bear with
impunity the terrible working up necessary for the personi-
fication of the rule. Called upon to simulate madness—that
is, the annihilation of the noblest of God's gifts—to " disguise
fair nature with hard-favored rage," distort her features, and
go through all the fearful mimicry of that most fearful of all
diseases, she studied the part conscientiously, and frequently
repaired to an insane hospital, in order to study in all its
phases, and reproduce "with scrupulous fidelity, unnatural na-

